
e First House of Assembly, Vancouver Island. Front row (left to right): Thomas Skinner, Dr. J. S.
Helmcken, James Yates. Back row: Joseph W. McKay, J. D. Pemberton, Joseph Porter (clerk). From an original
ambrotype, PABC (Photo No. 7756).
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Proclamation by James Douglas, 28 February 1863, dissolving the Second House
of Assembly. GR 295, PABC.
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The "Birdcages," the new government buildings erected in Victoria by James Douglas in 1859 on the site of the present
parliament buildings. The prominent building in the centre is the Colonial Office; the other buildings are, left to right,
the Land Office, Legislative Hall, Supreme Court, and Treasury. PABC (Photo No. 1996).



Top: The legislative building in Victoria. First occupied in January 1860, this building was the site of meetings of the
Council, Legislative Council, and House of Assembly of Vancouver Island to 1866, of the Legislative Council of the
colony of British Columbia from 1868 to 1871, and of the Legislative Assembly of the province from 1871 to 1898. In
1893 it was moved to the rear of the grounds to permit construction of the present parliament buildings. It was then
occupied by the Department of Mines until 1957, when it was destroyed by fire. PABC (Photo No. 28729).

Bottom: Interior chamber of the above building used by the colonial Assembly and later, when this picture was taken,
by the provincial Legislative Assembly. PABC (Photo No. 75667).
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Page of the original minute book of the Second House of Assembly of Vancouver Island.
Vancouver Island, House of Assembly, PABC.



A BILL
ENTITLED

An Act to enable the Districts of Covvichan and Comax to elect Members to the House

of Assembly .

WIIEREAS it is expedient to have every district in the Colony, possessing a
settled population, represented in tile Douse of Assembly

And whereas the districts of tinawnigan, 	 \t Hum, t'omiaken, Quamiehan, and
Somenos, and the district of Comax, have a settled ponnla,ion

Be it enacted by the Governor, on ii r Majesty's behalf, by and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Council and Douse of Assmahly

I. The districts known on the official map under the names of Shawnigan, Cowi-
churl, Comiaken, 4,timunchan, and Somme's, sl ta ll fat and ttre hereby constituted an
electoral district, under the name of I . 	 mItan 	 0111111 	 electoral district shall
be entitled hereafter to send one Member to the llonse II Assembly.

2. The district know, under the name of comax, and which is included within the
following boundaries, that is to sav, startin , from the centre of Quidlabutu river, on
the eastern coast of this colony, thence rnneinot northerly to Willow Point, at the
mouth of Discover), Passae.e, thence running tine 1.‘"1 . 1it 1. 1V1 . 11ty 11 111108, thenee, running to
Mount Washinzton, thence to Mount Becher, theme to Mount View, thence to Horne
Lake, and through the centre of sa id r i ver to th e i dnee of beginning, shall he and is
hereby constituted an electoral district, under the NarrIO of Comax County, and shall be
entitled to send one 1111.11111.1er 1.0 OW !louse of Assembly.

3. Reiristered Lists of Voters fur be doctoral districts created by this At shall be
made in conformity with t‘ The Registration ot Votets Act, 1tS50," a id " The Annual
tle , istration of Volers Act, 1011," except it be otherwise hereafter pr7Vided.

4. The first election in the electoral ,listricts created by this Act shall take place as
sOon as possible after the next annual registration of Voters.

-5. This Act may he cited for all purses 	 t2owichan and ( .. ontiax Registra-
tion Act, 1863."

Format of a bill printed for consideration by the House of Assembly in 1863. PABC.


