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SIR: 

I' 

EDUOATION OFFICE, VICTORIA, 

September 30th, 1874. 

15 

In conformity with the School Act, I have the honor to forward herewith, for the 

information of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor in Council, my Report on the 

Public Schools of British Columbia for the year ending 31st July, 1874. Statistical 

Tables and Appendices are added to the Report, illustrative of the means which have 

been adopted by the Board of Education for the promotion of the educat~onal interests 

of the Province. 

Hon. John Ash, .'1f. P. P., 

P1'ovt'nct'al Secretary. 

2 

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your very obedient servant, 

JOHN JESSOP, 

Supert'ntendent of Educatt'on. 
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THIRD 
'. 

ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 

SUPERINTENDENT OFEDUOATION, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31sT JULY, 1874. 

1'0 His Excellency the Honorable JOSEPH "V. TRUTOH, Lieutenant-Goverrtor oj the 
Province oj British Columbia. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY:-

IN presenting to Your Excellell£Y my Third Annual Report on the condition o~ the 
Public Schools of British Columbia, it is my gratifying duty to state that the educatlOnal 
progress for the year has been very satisfa~tory. The statistical tables .exhibit a decia.~d 
increase in the number of children attendmg t!J.e sehools, as well as Improvements m 
many other respects. I beg to offer a brief summary of those statistical tables,as follows: 

Schools, Attendance, Books, #·c., Jc. 
TABLE A.-This table shews an increase of 217 children in attendance at the Public 

Schools over last year, and 711 over that of 1872. The numbel' enr011ed on the School 
Registers; as having attended some portion of the year, is 1245. The number of children 
of school age in the several districts is, approximately, 2039, to which may be added 
about 200 not included in any district, making, probably, 2250 as the aggregate of 
school-going children. Want of proper census returns prevents me from ascertaining, 
accurately, the number of children in the Province. The returns made from all the out­
lying districts are correct, or nearly so. It is only in Victoria and the surrounding 
neighbourhood that accurate :retu1'US cannot be obtained. Not knowing how many 
school-going children there are in Victoria, nor the number attending the private and 
denominational 8ehools, it is impossible to :tind out how many are not attending any­
where. Thus one of the most important statistics is, at present, unattainable. Last year, 
and also in 1872, I addressed a circular to the Principals and 1'eachers of the different 
sehoo18, not under the Education Department, asking for the number of pupils on their 
Registers, so as to make up this statistic approximately, but from several of them no 
replies were reeeiv.ed. In the returns from the districts the sexes number as follows:­
Boys, 750; girls, 495. 1'here are 287 in First Readers, 229 in second, 263 in third, 269 
in fourth, 141 in fifth; 901 in Arithmetic; 521 in Geography; 529 in Hnglish Grammar; 
213 in History; 978 in IV riting; 884 in Dictation ; 45 in Book-keeping; 18 in Mensuration; 
36 in Algebra; 12 in Euclid ; 23 in Natural Philosophy; 179 in Lineal' llrawin rf ' 9 in 
Anatomy, Physiology, and Hygiene ; 518 in Vocal :Music; and 224 in other br~~ches -
ehiefly need~e an,d fitncy w?rlr. In comparing the ab0,ve ~gures 'v:it~ the corresponding 
ones oflast year s R.eport, It WJll be found that the chlefIDerease IS 111 the third fourth 
a~d :ti~th Readers, Arithmetic, Gl:all1l1lar, ?-eograp~y, History, Vocal1YIusic, Writing, and 
DlCtatlOn. There has been a shght fallmg off III the comparatively few engaD'ed in 
}-1ensuration, Algebra, Euclid l Natul'a~ Philosophy, apd PhYSiology. 0 
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TABLE B eho·ws that there arc 32 Teachers in the employ of the Department-17 
males and 15 females. Of those, 14 are returned as English, 6 Scotch, 2 Irish, 8 Canadian, 
atld 2 American. FoUl' hold first class A. certificates of qualification; foul',fil'st class B.; 
four, second class A.; foUl', second class B.; two, third class A.; and one, third class B.; 
leaving thirteen nQt certificated. Amount paid for teachers' salaries during the year, 
$22,219 50-an increase of $2252 over last year; highest salary paid was $100, and lowest 
$40, per month. 

TABLE C.-New school houses have been erected at Colwood, Cedar, and Cache 
Creek, making a total of 28 now returned as public property. Four buildings are still , 
rented for school purposes, at a monthly rental of $34, namely, 011e in Victoria at $20 
pel' month, one in Esgl1imalt at $4; one in Hope at $5, and one in Lillooet at $5. T,:o 
Court houses are occupied as school rooms-one at North Cowichan, and the othe~' III 

Lytton. The school house in · Granville is the property of the Hastings :Nlill Company, 
but is occupied rent free. Total number of school visits returned, 346. 

TABLE D exhibits a still further improvement with regard to uniformity in the .use 
of authorized text books, and in the supply of blackboards. Each of the schools has Just 
been furnished ·with a set of new mal)s and a terrestrial globe. 

TABLE E.-We find from this table that $22,219 50 has been expended for salaries 
of teachers; $2207 11 for incidental expenses; $384 62 for insurance on school property; 
$487 50 for rents; $9988 35 for building, repairing, fitting up, and furnishing school 
houses; total for all the districts, $35,287 59; amount on hand in the various districts, 
$973 10. In the above figures, we have a decrease of $136 in the item of rents, as 
compared with last year, and $0818 22 on building, &c., while there is an increase of 
$401 20 in the amounts on hand, so far as heard fi'om. The actual school work has 
been more expensive than last year, in consequence of the larger number of schools in 
the Province, as the increased amount paid for teachers' salaries shews; but the decrease 
in the amount expended for building school honses, &0., reduces the sum total below 
that oflast year. 

TABLE F.-From this table it will be found that the lowest cost pel' pupil, pel' 
annum, is $13 02 in Victoria; and the highes t, $55 56 per pupil, for about eight months' 
tuition, in Lake District. The cost per pupil in North Saanich was very high, being 
$64 98 for eleven months. The average cost per pupil, throughout the Province, for the 
year, was $21 46, a gratifying decrease of $13 20, or more than 38 per cent. 

TABLE G.-Authorized school books, to the amount of $445 14, were supplied the 
different schools during the year j books remaining unsold on 31st JUly last, $207 69; 
sold during the year, $320 07; supplied gl,at-is to pupils, $15 03; amount paid to tho 
Department, $230 31; still due, $90 45. 

TABLE H.-The amount expended for school books during the year was $686 92; 
for maps and terrestrial globes, supplied schools as furniture, $500; height, charges, 
insurance, &c., $181 34; making a tot8.1 of $1368 31. Books in stock July 31st, $659 97; 
in the different districts, $207 69 j making a total of $867 66 on hand. Total expenditure 
in Education Department for the year ending July 31st, 1874, $39,550 10. 

lVant oj interest in Schools by Trustees and Parents. 

In many districts, a deplorable want of interest is manifested by Trustec Boards 
and parents in the success 'and progress of their schools. It is difficult, in some instances, 
to gct their Annual Reports cven imperfectly fillcd up; while the teacher is left entirely 
to hi s 01' her own devices, llOt only in the conduct of the school, but in many things that 
ought to be looked after by the Trusteefl. \Villillgness to co-operate with the Govern­
ment in keeping the school buildings in repair, or improving them, seems to bo 
diminishing rather than increasing; so much-- so, that if a tree in a dangerous position 
requires to be cut clown , a' log rolled out of the ,\ray, a piepe of fencing to be done, or a 
picketlto be nailed up, the school grant must be taxed to do it. I have often been met 
with the r eply, when suggesting the propriety of those interested , 01' who ought to be 
interested in the success of public schools, doing something in aid of preparing a lot for 
the erection of a school house, putting up a wood shed, 01' makillg a ]?iece Qf fQD,Qing

1
. 
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"0'1, the Government should pay for everything, ,they are :vell able to, do it,", People 
seem to foro'et that in other Provinces and Countnes, ther e IS such a thmg as dIrect ~n~ 
even local t~xation ' for educational purposes, and tha~ the manifesta,tion of such, a S:pl.I'It 
may, sooner or later, induce the Government anc~ ,LegIsla,ture to consIder t~e advIsa~Ihty 
of levying such a tax; not only for the purp~se of :nCl'easlll,g the re:T~l1Ue ot the ~rovmce, 
but to give trustees, parents, and others a dIrect 1l1terest III curtal1mg eXl?enditure ~nd 
economizing school fill1ds, It may be a,rgued, that trus~ees spend conSIderable tIme 
gratuitously in looking after school busmess, a,nd ~hat, m many ca,ses, they, are not 
supported as they ought to be by parents, T!llS wIll hardly be d el~led; yet, III every 
district, l)eople should remember that an effic~ently conduct:d pubhc scho~l not only 
enhances the value of their property very conSIderably, but IS, ~lso a grea~ ll1ducen~ent 
for other families to settle amongst them, For these reasons, If, from no, hlg-hm: motIve, 
every individual whether a parent 01' not, should feel a personal ll1ter est 111 pubhc school 
work. If Tru stee Boards would spend one-tenth of the time on school business that 
Councils devote to corporation and municipal work, tho~e matters would be llll:ch better 
looked after than they are at present, But are not pubhc schools, wher e the chIldren are 
being trained for the duties of after life, of infinit~ly more importance than streets, roads, 
and bndo'es? There are a few Trustee Boa.rds lD the ProvIllce to whom these remarks 
do not apply, It is ia great satisfacti?n to co-operate with th~se ,wol'lci?'g Boar~s in 
promoting educational interests; IV h11e on the other h~nd ~t IS cO~'l'espondlllgly 
discouraO'in O' to transact business with Boards that take but lIttle mtcrest III the welfare 
of pupilso and teache~s, and in the good condi~i0J?- of school premises, ,Th~re is room ~or 
great improvement 111 these f'espects; and It IS to be hoped that It wIll be speed11y 
brought about, 

High Schools. 

' . The question of High Schools is one that ought not to be left any longer in abeyance. 
Boys and girls in many parts of the Province are getting ahead of the public school 

. cnrric-glum; not that the teachers in our principal schools are unable to give instruction 
in the higher branches of an English education, and to make the se.nior tmpilf, of both 
sexes much more proficient than they now are; but that it is extremely difficult to 
advance classes beyond a certain l)oint in any branch of study, on account of the constant 
drafting of pupils from a lower to a higher grade, and the comparatively few who have 
opportunity or inclination to proceed furLhel' with their studies after becoming tolerably 
proficient in the highest class in school.· Provision should be made, whereby those who 
are desirous of prosecuting their studies further, can have the privilege of doing so with­
out being obliged to leave the province, The time has fully come when two H igh 

, Schools-=---one in Victoria, and the other in New W cstminster-should be established, 
Each might be commenced with one properly qualified master, and the teaching staff 
afterwards increased as the attendance might warrant. 

In this contlection, I beg to recommend that immediate steps be t aken by the 
Government and Legislature to secure Government House, New 'Westminster, for HiO'h 
School purposes, It would require but little fitting up, in order to make it a ve~y 
commodious school building and Principal' s r es idence, with excellent accommodation for 
twenty or t~enty-five bOl}l'ders; the grounds and quiet surroundings are also admirably ' 
adapted !O~' such use" ,A r ecoJ1ve:yanc? of these premises to the L ocal Govel'1Jment by 
the DOll1lDIon authOrItIeS, for a HIgh School, would be a most valuable acquisition' and 
certainly they could not be applied to a better purpose, or one more worthy of 
encouragement by all concerned, . 

Those schools would do good service as Training Institutes for t eachers till such 
time as the number of 0111' school districts would warrant the establish~lent of a 
Provincial ~ ormal School. Depend ence upon immigration for a supply of teachers is 
very preCarIOl1SJ as past expel'lence fully proves, In the U lJited States and Eastern 
Pr,ovinc~s, th: average time ~hat t eachers remain in the profession is only thre~ years. 
vV Ith thIS ra~IO we shall r eqUIre, t,wel:Te or fou~'teen new teac~ers annually, in order to keep 
up the teachl11gstaff, , Free,tUltIOn Il1 .the HIgh Schools, w1th perhaps a little pecuniary 
a~d, would be a great mcentrve, to pup~j s o~ both_ sexes 'to, seek admission, with a speci'al 
vIew of passmg the ~eachers exammatIOn, and enterlllg upon public school work. 
Thes,e l)l'?posed esta?l:shments would, therefore, for the present, answer the purposes 
of li!gh Schools l Tnt,\llll1g Schools, and MQdel So-hoola. . 
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The question as to whether High Schoo13 should be entirely supported by the grant 
for educational purposes, or whether thcy should only, be aided, is an open one, upon 
which I shall not enter. That poor but talented and deserving pupils should have easy 
admission to them, few will deny. It is quite a debatable point, however, as to how 

, far the property of all ought to be taxed to pay for the higher education of a few. 

Compulsory Education. 

No progress whatever has been made during the past year by Trustee Boards in 
the enforcement of the compulsory clauses of the School Amendment Act. I am not 
able to report the enactment of a single additional By-Law. Of the two only that have 
been passed, namcly Comox and Sooke,. one, at least, seems to be inoperative; for, with 
twenty-thj'ee cbildren whose names appeal' on the District Registe,r as having attended 
school some portion of the year, the average is less than seven. This shows a deplorable 
amount of irregularity, whicb, with non-attendance, were the two evils tha t compulsory 
education was expected to remove 01' materially reduce. I was very particular, last 
autumn, in urging upon Trustee Boards the necessity for general and regular attendance; 
more especially in outlying districts where schools are maintained with difficulty, and 
at great expense to the public revenue. In some districts promises were made that tbis 
important matter should have immediate attention; yet nothing in this direction has 
been done. 'l'l'ustee Boards manifest great unwillingness to come in collision with their 
neighbours by attempting to enforce the law. In some districts they have absolutely 
refused to inaugurate compulsory measures; as they say they are desirous ·of living 
peaceably with tbeil' fellow-settlers. I have been often met with the plea that the 
Legislature should not have placed the responsibility on rrrustee Boards of initiating 
By-Laws for prosecuting their neighbours and friends for non-compliance with the 
School Act; but that compulsory education should be made general and enforced by the 
Government, and thus relieve them of the disagreeable duty of incurring the hostility 
and ill-will of neighbours and friends. The School Amendment Act, or the compulsory 
clauses thereof, in their present shape, are, and will remain, a dead letter. There is no 
power vested anywhere to oblige TruBtees to comply with the requirements of the law. 
Even if this power did exist, the attempt to exercise it mURt prove abortive, as no one 
would then be found willing to undertake the duties oftl'ustee. The difficulty can only 
be overcome by making the compulsory clauses general in their application, defining the 
number of years, and the number of months in each yertr, that every child shall attend 
some school, or otherwise obtain a certain amount of education, and incorporating these 
clauses with the provisions of the Act, and penalties attached for their violation. It may 
be worthy of consideration as to whether a parent neglecting or refusing to send his 
children to school should not be deprived of his right to vote at elections, and be deemed 
legally ineligible for any office, however humble. 

\ The Boarding &hool. 
This establishment, the building for which was erected last year at the junction of 

Cache Creek with the Bonaparte River, was formally opened on the 2nd June last. 
The school had been going on for some days previously, while arrangements were beine;­
made for the opening; eighteen pupils, of both sexes, were then enrolled. The numbe~ 
has since increased to thirty-six, about as many as the building can accommodate. 

The success of the Boarding School experiment is now placed beyond a doubt. It 
is the settled conviction of almost every person in the upper country who has O'iven the 
subject any consideration, that there is no other feasible method of bringing ed~cational 
facilities within reach of the widely scattered fam1lies in the interlor; so fal' separated 
from each other as to render it impracticable to get a dozen children together at any 
one point for clay school purposes. ·While on my tour east of the Cascades, last sprinO' 
I found six children of scbool age about mid way between Lytton and Lillooet and sonfd 
twenty Rliles from each place. Forty or fifty miles above Lillooet, at Big Bar Creek 
there are six 01' seven more. At Dog Creek, twenty-five milesfllrther, where I wa~ 
given to understand a School District could be formeJ, I found only nine. In the neigh­
bom'hood of Alkali Lake, eighteen miles from Dog Creek, th-ere are four' and on the 

- opposite side of the Fraser, for a stretch of several miles, may be found abdut the same 
number. Twenty-two miles higher up, at Chimney Creek, and seven miles further at 
Williams Lake) there are ei~bt 01' nine more that ollghtto be undel' iustnwtion. 'At 
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Deel) Creek Soda Creek Mud Lake and near old Fort Alexander, there are three or 
, " . 1 h tour families numbering seven or eight children o~ school age j whIle at Quesne le~out 

and vicinit,y there are eiO'ht and at Barkerville mne. D0wn the waggon road, chIldren 
are to be found in famili~s df two or three, from three to twenty miles apart, all the way 
to Cache Creek. Along Lake La Hache Valley, a distance of abont eighteen miles, 

-eleven children are residino-' bnt even there they are too lUnch scattered for a day 
school. At Clinton, just aft~r the completion of a neat little sohool honse, two families 
moved away, which necessitated the discontinuance of the school, as on ly about five 
children old enOlwh to attend were left. Iu the distriots above-mentioned, there are 
p\'obably nearly oci'e hundred children spread over an area of at least 10,000 square 
miles, or about one child to 100 square miles of territory. East and south of Cache 
Creek down to the United States Boundary Line, with the exception of the Mission 
ValleJ~ OkanaO'an and Nicola Valley, where day schools are be ing establi shed, the 

, same d'egree olisoI'ation exists, and about as many more children may be found, spread 
over as larO'e an extent of country. As Barkerville and Lytton scbools are likely to be 
discontinutfd in addition to Clin ton, there seems 110 probability of the maintenance of a 
single day B~hool all the way from Yale to Cariboo, and from Hope ~o Osoyoos, with 
the exception of Lillooet, Okanagan, and Ni~ol~. Boarding scbools 1'1"111 be f?und fully 
equivalent to day schools for all that the blllldmgs can accommodate; as chIldren are 
there boarded for about what they wonld cost at home; while in tbe boarding school 

' thoy have the advantage over day pupils in enjoying greater facilities for study, and 
are, moreover, under constant Sltt'vdllance as to thei!' conduct and demeanor. 

The success of tbe boarding scbool scheme being assured, I feel no hesitation -in 
strongly recommending tbat a sum of money be put dgwn in the Estimates of next year 
for the erection of another bllilding, of tbe same class as the one at Cache Creek, some, 
wbere on the waggon road, witbin a few miles of Soda Creek. Such a school there 
would meet the wants of a large section of cl)untry, extending from the Green Timber 
to Dog Creek and Cariboo, inf'.luding the west side of the Fraser and Chi lcotin. Build­
ings large enough to accommodate about forty children are better adapted to the wants 
of the interior tha11.,)llore extensive one8; as tbe latter must necessarily embrace a wider 
extent of territory. With the smaller class, parents and guardian s would scarcely be 
more tban a long day's ride from their ohildren in cases of emergency, such as severe 
.sickness, accident, &c" while a teaoher and his wife, with snfficient domestic help, can 
efficiently manage as many as can be accommodated in such buildings, together with as 
many day scholars as Each locality might be able to furnish. -

Teachers' Convention. 

It affords me great pleasure to J.:eport the inauguration of a T eachers' Convention 
for ~riti~h Columbia. Pursuant to notice , a meeting ·was bel lI on the 9th July, in the 
LegIslatlv~ ~ssembll HaIJ, tbe Honorab.le tbe Provincial Secretary in the chair. After 
some prellllllnary dISCUSSIon on the object and l1ses of such an association. in wbich 
seve~al gentlemen tO,ok part, the following officers were elected for the cLllTel;t year :_ 
PreSIdent, the Superll1tendent of Education; Vice-PresiClents, Hon. Dr. Ash, Provincial 
Secretary, Rev . .iiII' . .Mason'rPri:~c ijJal of ~ol~egiate School, and Robert Williams, Esq., 
M.A.; Secretary, C. C. lVlcI~enzl e, Esq. , PrInCIpal of Boys' Department of Public S(;hool 
Victoria; Treasurer, J. A. Halliday, Esq" Principal of PnblicSebool New vVestminster: 
It is proposed to hold the first meeting of tbe institute in July next', durinO' the time of 
the annual ~oach~rs' examina.tioll: when l.ectnres and acldr~sses will .be deli~ered, l)apers 
read, and dlscnsslons held on vanous subJ ects connected WIth educatIOn and the different 
!lietboels of teaohing. Om' ent!re 8cho.ol ~ystem w~ll also pass under review, year by 
year, by teachers and otbers Inter ested 111 eclucatlOnal progrcss and its merits and 
demerits thoroughly discussed. ' 

Among the first Qeneficial reslllts which I antieipate from the establishment of this 
cOllvention is the ~~tajn.meD~ of mOI:e uniformit.)~ in the metbods of teaching. At present 
the systems p.revaJ!I~lg 111 thlS PrOVll10e are as d1V8rsc as the nationalities of the teachers. 
~nnual meetmgs "~Ilt SO?!] accomplish:J, gt'cat deal in this direction, especially when 
aIded by proper tl'ilIlllng 1n the B1gll Schools, as has been snggested. In order to insure 
tbe success oftha Teachct's' Institute, a portioll, at least of the trwellinO' expenses of 
teachers must ~e paid. Tbis would not. al1l?unt .to ml~ch-prob;bly $150 0'1' $200-as 
more than a thlrCl, ofthem ar~ emplQyed 10 Vlctorl\J, a,nd the immcdiate vicinity. 
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&arcity of Trained 'Teachers. 

'Want of l)l'operly tnlined teachers is a grea t dra"wback to the effiei ency of tbe PubHc 
Scbools in the Province. Among the tbiny-six t eacbers in the employ of the Depart­
ment during tl'ie past year, only ~ight bave uJ'l dergone a regular tl'aining for the profes­
sion. Perbaps as mallY more have bad, in various parts of' tbe world, some little ex­
perience in teacbing before taking cbarge of schools in British Columbia. More tban 
one-half of the teach er8 were Dew to the work wb en they commenced tbeir duties bere. 
A few of these are alrcady good practical teachers, while others bid fair to becomo sucb; 
but some are still very deficient in those qualiti es and attainments which cODstitute the 
efficient and sucoessful trainer ofyoutb. It was fu ll y expected tll'l:l,t before this timo wo 
would have had a sufficient number of train.ed and qualified teachers to put an end to all 
temporary arrangemonts entered into for the purpose of keeping schools in operation. 
Sucb, however, has not been the case. At th e present time there are more schools undor 
unqualifiod teaohers than at the date of my last Heport. Tbe Board of Education find 
it impossible to comply with Section 33 of the" Public Scbool Act, 1872," which says 
tbat "No person shall be appointed a teacher in any Puhlic Sohool , unless he shall hold 
a first, second, or third class certificate of qualifioation from the Board of Education." 
'Were they to carry out tbis provision rigidly ten or eleven of our sohools would be 
closod for want of teacbors. This state of things will continue until a stronger tide of 
immigration sots in, bringil1g teacbers with it ; or till we can educate and train them for 
the work hero, or offer sucb salaries as will induce profossional teacher:; to settle in the . 
Pro"ince. My application to the N orlllal School, Toronto, last spring, fo'r 'seven or eight 
certificated second class male and female t eachers failed, because salaries varying froID $50 
to $70 per month were not considered sufficient inducement. But here a diffioulty ocours, 
which is a serious ODe, namely, the very slllallnurnber of children in a majority of our 
outlying districts. Fifty dollars per mODth, our minimum salary for a qualified teacher, 
is really insufficient pay on this coast; yot, as Table F shows, when this salary is divided 
by the number Of children attending many of our schools , tho cost pel' pnpil is enor­
mously heavy. As the sohool ohilCtrcn increase, in the districts outside of our towns and 
cities, so will salaries; so that in a few y ears, it is to be hopod , our fifty dollar salarios 
will be as much the exception as thoy are llOW the rule. Assll111ing that all our schools 
WE're under cluly qnalified teachers, the average salary in Briti sh Columbia would be 
something over $60 pel' month ; more than a hundred pel' cent. higher than the average 
in Ontario and other Eastern Provinces, as well a" in many of the States, New York 
included. vYbilo our salaries are lower than could bo wished, yot they oompare very 
favourably with what t eachers obtain elsewhere; anel should , one would think, when 
taken in ' oonnoction with tho Dumel'OUS advantages enjoyed here with regard to 
climate and natural r esources, so cure for us an ample supply of good teachors. 

• c 

New Districts, 1fc. 

. Dl1l'ing tho y ear, I have to report the formation of nino new School Districts, 
besides the Boarding School District of Caoho Crook. ':1'l1ose Districts are Colwood, 
Cedar, Burgoy,je Bay, and vYellington , on V fl l1COl1Ver I sland; and Trenant, Maple RidO'e 
York, Nicola, and Okanagan , on the Mainland . In three of tbese, ?amely Colwogd; 
Burgoyne Bay, and Cedar, new school houses have been erected, and 1ll all the othol's 
they will be built cluring the autumn, The totalllumbel' of ,School Districts now in the 
Province, including tbe Boarding School, is 87, namoly 19 on Vancouver I sland, as 
follows:-Victoria, Esquimalt, Craigfiowor, Col wood , Mctchosi ~ , Sooko, Lake, Codal' 
Hill, South Snnnicb, North Saanich , Soutb Cowichan , N orth Cowichan, Burgoyne Bay 
Salt Spring Island, Gabriola Island , Cedal' , N anaimo, Wellington, and Comax; and is 
011 tbo Mainland , as follows :-GranyilJc, BUl'rard Inl et, 'l'rcnant, ),) ew \Vestl11inster 
'Maple Ridge, York, Langley, Snmass, Chilli whaek, Hope, Yale, L y tton, Lillooet, Clinton' 
Barkerville , _Nicola, Okanagan , and Cach e Creek. In 18n tJ1e districts numbered 22 
only, an increase of 17 in two years, or nearly SOpor cent. 

Teachers' Examination. 

TLe annual examination of appli cants for cOl,tifieates of qualificat ion as teachers 
'was held fro111 tb.e 6th !o 10th July, in olusive, in the L ogislat ive_Assembly Hall, wbich 
was kinc1l1 grautecl for thu.t pUl'J)ose by the Honorables the Speaker and the Ohief C0111. 
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missioner of Lunds and IV-orks. 'l'h irteel1 candidates presented themselves for examina. 
tion-eight ladies and five geDtl em ~n~ofwholl1 eleve.n obtain ed certificates in tbe 
differ ent grades. There were t hree.Fu'st Class A, Ol~e First Class ~, three Seeo;nd <?lass 
A, two Third Class A, and t wo Tlmd Class B. A list of duly qualified t eachel S wIll be 
found in Appendix E. 

R tiles respecting 1 eachers' Salaries . 

In Appendix B will be found th e Rule~ ado})ted by the Board. of Educn:tiol1, in Mareh 
last for th e r eo'ulatiol1 of t eachers' salanes. It ,ms thought h1ghly deSIrable to make 
sala'ries depend ~omewhat on average att~ndal1.ce , as is the case in many o~ber countries. 
Tb.e minimum salary under t hese r egulatlOns IS $?OO pe~' annum for qualIfied teachers, 
r anO'ing all t he way up to $1,200. As school-gOing chIldren and average attendance 
i!!Cl~aSe so will salaries to $720, $840, $960, &c. , pel' annum. , -

Inspection oj Schools, i'c. 

For l)urpCfses of School Inspection and visit i.n g sections of the In tcrior where new 
-district s were contemplated, I travelled 1200 ml1~s by st eamer, 425 by canoe, 540. by 
, stage, 1255 on' horseback, and 184 on foot, lllak.lI;g a tot~l of more than 3600 mIles 
during the year. I have also t o report 84 school VIsits-an ll1 crease of 20 over last year. 

Since the date of my last Report, 516 official letters have been received at the 
Education Office, and 587 written . Dming the year, the Board of Bduca-tion have held 
fifteen meetings for the transaction of business 'connect ed with the Depart ment, at many 
of which all the members ,were present. 

It now becomes my duty to r eport briefly the progl'ess and present conditioll of 
each of the District Schools. 

VICTORIA,-The Publi c Schools in thi s city-both Boys' and Girls' Departments­
are steadily gaining in numbers and public favoI·. l'11 e boys' school, under ~M:essrs. 
McKenzie; Clemitson, and Pleace, bas r eached a daily attendance of 132. The girls' 
school, conducted by-Mesdames Hayward, Baxter, and Caldwell, bas numbered as hi'gh 
as 161 for th e day. It was found necessary, in early summer , to appoint a third 
t eacher in th e boys' department; the att~ndance being quite beyond the po"ier of two 
teach ers to do j llstiee to" To the programme of studies is now added Vocal.M:usic, which 
is made both entertaining and useful, and in wllich the boys, uncleI' Mr. Pleaee, hav.e 
already made considerable progress. Both the schools are in a yery efficient state; and 
all the teachers fully merit th e high opinion and confidence which parents and guardians 
entertain for them. 

The girls are still closely confined in the inconvenient and badly ventilated bnildin g 
Oil Bl'oughton Street; with scarcely a foot ot breathing room outsido the school bouse, , 
except on the public street. I n the beat of summer the close, impure atmosphere in tho 
bui lding, and in the rear of it, cannot be other wise than deleterious to the health of both 
pupils and tea~b ers; while in tb e co ld and clamp of winter th e absolute necessity for so 

' many open windows generates violent colds, wbich are equally, if not more injurious. 
Better accommodation must be provided, at an early clay, for tbe constantly increasing 

"l1u!l1ber of pupils seeking admission to tbe girll:l' departm ent of the public school. The 
erection of a first-class building, on the School Reserve, for Public and Hio·!J Scbool 
l)Ul'poses" ought not to be much longol' delayed. A special grant from tl,;='e o'eneral 
l'evel1L~e of the Pr.ovince, for thi s purpose, l ib~l'all'y supplemented by the Mt~nicipal 
CouncIl from t he CIty funds, would enable the 'lrllstee Board to r emecly an evil before 
tbe close of 1875, that ought never to have had an existence; and one which aff~cts the' 
health and comfort of one or more members of a great number of families. 

ESQUIMALT.-Tber'c was another change in t be teacbcrship of this school il} J\iay 
last, occasioned by tbe r emoval of Mr. Pleace to tile boys' scbool in Victoria. It is no,~ 
un der tb: temporary mana:gem?nt of l\'Ii~s C. Bayley. The attenuance bas improved of 
late, though not yet anythlDg ltke wbat It ought to be. Great lack of interest has been 
manifested by parellts and guardians in the success and ,veJl.beiIl()' of the school: so 
much SOl that it was found impracticable to get a sufficien t number of' bOUAeho!tl ers 
t.o~ethel'l last Ja.ll\lt\rYl to elect ~\ trustee. Two 01' three meetings were ca.lled) and tQ,Qse, 



26 Public Scjwols Rep01'i. i874 

being attended by the trustees only, the attempt was ultimately abandoned-the out­
going trustee consenting to occupy a seat at the Board in order to keep up the legal 
number. 

CRAIGFLOWER.~My hopes of improvement in this school-one of the most important 
in the Province, outside of the cities and towns-have not, I am sorry to say, been 
realized. The same want of attention to school work, carelessness with regard to the 
condition of the school house and its surroundings, negligence of personal appearance, 
and other habits quite incompatible with the proper discharge of his duties, still 
characterize the teacher. He has been holding the teachership in violation of the School 
Act sin ce July, 1873, having declined to undergo an examination for two consecutive 
years. The educational interests of the children have been, and are sti ll being, sacrificed 
to a desire, on the part of a few, to keep him in the school. A change in the teachership 
is absolutely necessary; and the sooner it takes place the better for all concerned. . 

COLWOOD.-A new distl'ict, comprising portions of Craigflower and l\ietchosin 
Districts. The following are its boundaries :-" All that tract of land within a line 
"commencing at the North end of Parsons' Bridge; then following Rowe Stream to the 
"boundary line between Sections 97 and 98; thence in a Northerly direction, along the 
"Eastern boundary of Section 98, to the boundary betwcen Highland and Esquimalt 
"Districts; thence ,Vesterly, along said bounda'ry line, to the North-west corner of 
"Scction 14; thence South-westerly, to the South-east corner of Section 100; thence in a 
"South-easterly direction, to the South-west corner of Section 51; thence along the 
"seetion lin e, between Sections 50 and 51, to the shore at Royal Bay; thence North­
"easterly, along the shore line, to the Southern end of P arsons' Bridge; thence along 
"the said bridge to the point of commencement." 'Wh en this district was established, 
abd the cpntract for building the school house awarded, there were more than twenty 
children of school age within its boundaries. Removals from Belmont Boot and Shoe 
Factory-for the benefit of which 'the district w'itS created, ]1t'incipally-and from other 
places, have reduced this number to less than t en. H ence, the Board of Education have 
not thought it advisable to open the school for the present. As soon, however, as ten 
or twelve childeen can be collected to,gethee for reg ular attendance the school will be 
commenced in the neat little school hOl1se erected last spring. 

~hTCHOSIN.-Parents of children in this distt'ict are making praiseworthy efi'ol'ts 
to keep their school in operation. vVith the excepti0n of one family, all the children of 
school age attend with great r egularity and punctuality. The average for the past yeal' 
was eleven in a school population of abo ut fourteen, two of whom have not been enrolled 
on the Register since a change of t eachers occurred , twelve months ao·o. The school is 
efficiently conducted by Miss Lindsay, who, as a teacher, is i lIdl1strio~s and painstaking. 
Th e commodions school house and grounds are well looked after by the trustees. 

SooKE.-'I'he little school in this district is still flourishing, althouo'h three chano'es 
have OCCUlTed in the teachership since the clate of m'y last 'Report. "Mrs. Miles, I~st 
autumn, was succeeded by lYJiss Mah.ood, who ,gave 'place to 1\1:['8. Pe.l'l'ie at tbe beginning 
of the year; and when the latter reSigned at the mIdsummer vacation, J'I'(iss Irvine one 
of our newly qualified teachers, received the appointment. Considerable illter~st is " 
manifested in Cllucation by trll stees and parents; and , with two or three exceptions all 
the children arc regular in their attendance at schoo!. - , 

CEDAR HILL.-The school hel'e ranks No.5, in point of nU:l1hers amonO' the schools 
of the Province. 'fwo changes of teachers have occurred durin o' the yea~" Mr. '1'. C. 
Jones succeeding Mr. G. Pottingel' in January, and on the remgval of' the' former to 
Cache Crcek Boal'ding School, at the beginning of .niay, Mr. James Kaye one of our 
first-class men at the lust examination, took. charge. Thes~ changes are ~lways more 
or less of a drawback ~o th? p:'ogress .of pupds, an~l I hop~ It may be a long time before 
another takes plac~ 111 tiJlS InterestIng !'Cbooj-1J:terestlIlg, not only with regard to 
numbers, but a!so Wlt~ regard to eclucatlOnal attaJllments--I~any of the pupils being 
well atlvanceclll1 English grammar, geography, and mathematiCs. This is the first and 
only scho.ol in tb~ Province,. 80 fitl', to sen.d ou~ a teacher from am~ng ~ts pupils-one of 
~hem havlllg obtaLUed a certlficate of ql1ahfioatlOu at our lo.st examll~atlOnJ who received. 
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all her education in this district school. Under the efficient management of the present 
, teach~l',' the school will lose none of its prestige, but, on the contrary, add very 

materially to it. 

LAKE.-School matters in this district are in a very unsatisfactory condition. There 
are only ten or eleven children of school age, and those have been neither regular nor 
pUDctual i1\ attendance. There is also a great want of unanimity amollg parents and 
others who ought to be interested in education, which makes it v~ry unplea.sa?t fo:' the 
teacher j and has been the main causc of the frequent changes which have dlstlllgUlSh~d 
this school-there havin<)' been no less than six in two years. The school was closedm 
February of last year, Ol~ account of the attendance being so, small; it was, however, 
re-opened the following May. For the past year, ~he ~eacher s sal.ary has b.een $60 pe.r 
month-ten dollars per month more than the dlstnct was entitled to-lll Ol:der, If 
possible, to make thirigs work more smoothly. In this, however, the expectfttJOn~ of 
the Board of Education have not been realized. In consequence, therefore, of the want 
of interest manifested by parents and trustees, the falling off in attendance, and the fact 
tbat the tell-cher would not conduct the school at a lower rate of salary, the Board 
considered it advisable to again close the school. This may be but temporarily, as an 

, expression of willingness on the part of the heads of ~amili~s to send all the childreI~ to 
school regularly, would meet with the favourable con~lderatlOl1 of the Board, of Educ.atlOD j 
and arrangements might then be made for a r e-opemng, at a rate of salary proportIOnate 
to the attendance. 

, 

SOUTH SAANICH.-With fifty-seven names of children on the school register of this 
district as having attended some portion of the year ending 31st July, the average only 
reached eighteen. This shows a great amount of negligence on the part of parents, 
which, if l)ersisted in, will reduce the salary of the teacher from $70 per month to $50. 
It ought not to be difficult to secure an average of over thirty-with sixty children of 
school age in the district,-indeed, with this number, the attendance should reach an 
average of'more than forty, and thus secure for the teacher a salary of $80 per month. 
The school is efficiently, and therefore satisfactorily, conducted by :Th'Ir. John Mundell, 
who succeeded Mr. Wilson in April last. With a good teacher, a well-furnished and 
commodious school house, ce11trally located and easy of access, I hope to be able to 
report great improvement in attendance at the close of the next school year. 

NORTH SAANICH.-After a trial of nearly twelve months, the school in this district 
had to be discontinued on account of there being so few pupils in attendance. As the 
trustees have neglected to send in their Annual Report, I am not able to ,9tate exactly 
the number of school-going children; but there must be between twenty and twenty-five. 
For the same reason, I canno~ tell what the average attendance for the year has been; 
but probably not more than SIX. On the 3rd December last, I found seven children at 
school-all that were on ~he r egister, it being examination day. On my next visit, April 
14th, there were five, one of whom was under school age. The persistent refusal of two 
heads of famili es, representing at least seven children of school age, neither of whom are 
more than two and a half nules from the school house, to send their children to the 
school, prevents its being re-opened. The responsibility, ther efore, of a closed school 
rests upon these parties. The district was established on 30th August, 1872, but the 
1;loundaries were changed, in accordance with a petition from the settlers, on the 3rd 
October last, by the following Gazette notice:-

"Whereas by a notice, dated 30th August, 1872, the Saanich School District was 
"defined as comprising all of South Saanich, and such portion of the District of North 
"Saanich as lies between a straight line drawn from Saanich Arm to Bao'an Bay along 
"the centre of the road crossing the district at Brown's Farm, and the \N~rth bo{mdary 
" of t.he District of S~uth Saanich, as laid down i~ t~e official map; and whereas by a 
"notICe, dated 28th ~eptember, that part of the DIstrlct of North Saanich which lies to 
"~h~ Nor~h of the sard road by Brown's ~a:'~, wa.s created a school district; and whereas 
"It IS deSirable to alter and amend the dlvlclmg Ime between the Districts of North and 
"South Saanich: Notice is her eby given, that the Districts of North and South Saanich 
"are hereby created separate School Districts, under Lhe r espective titles of the Distriyt 
" of N or~h ~aanich and District of South Saanic~, a~d that t.he boundary line between 
" such Dlstncts shall be the boundary of these DIstncts as laId down in the officia' man 
"of the said Districts." , ! r 
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SOUTH COWICHAN.-After the resignation of 1.1:1'. Rogers as teacher in this district, 
in liarch last, it was considered advisable to discontinue the school until the roads 
improved, as they were then almost impassable with snow. During the spring, however, 
four families moved away, and reduced the number of school-going children so much as to 
render a re-opening unjustifiable, as there ·were not more than eight left, about six in 
the l{<?kasalah portion of the district, and only two on the Shawnigan side, or Harris's 

NORTH COWICHAN.-Educational faci lities are now brought within reach of all the 
children in this large and scattered district, by t he opening of a school in the Court house 
near Cowichan Flats, in addition to the one between Somenos and :r.iaple Bay. All the 
children in the district are attcnding the schools as r egularly as can be expected. Two 
or three changes of teachers have retarded their progress somewhat; yet, on the whole, 
it has be.en very satjsfactory. The trustees are fully alive to the importance of their 
public schools, and are actively promoting their interests in every possible way. 

BURGOYNE BAY.-District established on 3rd October, 1873, with the following 
boundaries:-" All that tract ofland within a line cOlllmencing at a point about midway 
"between the head of Ganges Bay and Beaver Point, on the South side; thence running 
"·Westerly, along the summit of the Otter Range, to the seashore; thence following the 
" shore line, Southerly, to the point of commencement, and including Moresby, RusselL 
"and Portland Islands. " The school is still under the temporary management of Mrs. 
Holmes. There has been a fail' average attendance during the year, and satisfactory 
progress has been made in all the branches taught. 

SALT SPRING I SLAND.-The school here has dropped below the average r eqUIred for 
a salary of $50 per month for the teacher. It is still in charge of Mr. J. C. Jones, but 
again under a temporary ar rangement. The condition. of the ·school can hardly be 
considered satisfactory. The rules anclregulations with r egard to the hours of teaching 
are not carried out; nor are the pupils as far advanced, especially in arithmetic, geography, 
and grammar, ns they ought to be. There are· twel ve children. of school age in the middle 
settlement, and eight in the northel'l1 or Begg's settlement. Another school house . in 
this neighbourhood has been in course of erection since last spring, for which the sum of 
$100 was granted under the British Columbia School Ordinance, repealed by the" School 
Act, 1872." An effort will be made to proville those eight children with tuition) as soon 
as the school house shall have been completed. 

GABRIOLA ISLAND.-This school isj ust entering upon its second year of usefulness, 
nncIel' Mr. J. E . L. Sen ekeI'. The pupils are regular in their attendance, and are making 
rapid progress in their studies. When t he school was opened, n year ago, all the children 
of various ages commenced with the First Book of L essons. A short time since, they 
were supplied with Third Renders, arithmetics, geographies, &c. Educational facilities 
are duly appreciated in this district; trustees and parents act in concert with the teacher) 
thus securing the best possible return for moneys spent for school purposes. 

CEDA.R.-District established 11th February last; the following are its boundaries:­
"All that tract of land withiu the lines commencing at n point at the South. east corlier 
"of Cedar DistriCt; thence in n North-westerly direction, along the coast line, to the 
"mouth of Chase River ; thence in a Southerly direction to the N orthel'l1 boundary of 
"Cranberry District ; t hence in n Westerly direction to the North-western boundary of 
"Cranberry District ; thence in n Southerly direction to the South-western boundary of' 
"Cranberry District; thence in an Easterly direction to the point of commencement." 
A nev" school house was erected this summer, neal' the bridge over N anaimo River. The 
school is just commenced, under the temporary management of :Miss Stark. 

NANAIMo.-I much r egret my inability to give a favourable report of this very 
important school. Next to Victoria, in point of numbers, the children are entirely 
dependent on the public school, from the fact of there being no private educational 
institutions where they can attend. '1'he continued inefficiency in its management 
especially in the boys ' department, is inflicting incalculable injury on the rising O'enera~ 
tion. The children are fast gl'owing up , and many of them will soon enter upbon the 
duties of life with an education 80 defective as to be ou.t of all proportion to tho sum of 
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money spent for school purposes during t he past three or four years.. The. girls' 
department is lacking ill school organization; but not in industry and palllstalung Ou 
the part of tlle teacher; who has been and is doing the best. she can with a school 
numbering some 60 or 70 pllpils. The other depart~ent., but lIttle n~ore th~n half. as 
large-although there al'e probably as many boys a~ gIrls 111 the town-IS un~at~sf~ctol'lly 
conducted in e')"'0r1 respect; there is almost an entll'e .absence of propel' Chsclplllle. a~d 
order; the lnethod of teaching is defective, [md not calculated to encourage the pupIls m 
the prosecution of their studies. A want of energy and painstaking, on the part of the 
teacher, is painfully evident in all the school exercises. Imperfectly recited lessons, or 
lesflOns not recited at all; the backward condition of all the classes; and the very few 
branches of study in which the pupils are engaged, are conclus~vc proof.~ that a c~ange 
in the management of the school has bccome an absolute nccesslty. " Thllc the children 
were crowded too'ether in a small room, without desks or a sufficient number of seats, 
there was a reaso~able excuse for inefficiency and want of progress. This excuse is no 
longer valid, as the building now occupied is tbe largest and most commodious in the 
Province. I have repeatedly urged npon the Trustee Board, both verbally and by letter, 
the necessity of making a change in the management and organization of ·their school, 
by securing the services of a first-class experienced teacher as Principal, and engaging 
one or, if the attendance would admit of it, both of the present teachers as assistants. 
By doing this, and grading th~ school, that is combining the classes irrespective of .sex 
for teaching purposes, by which means one-half of the teaching power would be saved, 
the school would be put on a proper and efficient footing, and ~ould soon become what 
it ought 0 be, namely, one of t he best in the Province. 

WELLINGTON.-This is another of the new districts, having been gazetted on the 2nd 
M,ay last; the following are its boundaries :-;' All that tract ofland included within the 
"lines, commencing at a point at the North-west corner of 'Wellington District, on tho 
"shore line; thence in a Southerly direction, along the Western boundaries of Wellington 
" and 1I10untain Districts, to the section post between Sections 8 and 9, Range 1, Mountain 
"District; thence Easterly, along said section line, to South-east corner of Section 9, 
"Range 7; thence Northerly, to the boundary line of Mountain District; thence Easterly, 
" along the N orthel'll boundary ofMountaill District, to the seashore at Departure Bay; 
" thence Northerly and Westerly, along the shore line, to the point of commencement." 
A school house is about to be erected in the rapidly rising town of Wellington, where 
several families have already located. There is every probability of the school here soon 
becoming a large and flourishing olJe, as the demand for coal from this valuable mine is 
constantly on the increase; thus offering inducements for miners and artizans to settle 
there With their families. These inducements will be very materially incr eased by the 
establishment of a well-conducted public school. 

COMox.-The average attendance in this school has been very low for the past year, 
being, like that of Smlth Saanich, only a third of t.he number enrolled on the reo-ister, 
With an industrious, well qualified teacher, and a new, commodious school ' hous~ this 
cli~trict ou~ht t~ ha~e ~u:'nished a ~nol'e satisfac tory record. Improved l'oads, )anclnew 
bl'l(lg~_s, :V1ll gly~ f~n;llhes, at a distanc.e f~'om the school house, greater facilit~es for 
rea?hmg It;. WhlC~l, It IS to be hoped, WIll. mCl'?ase the average at least 100 pel' cent. 
dur~ng the lllC0ll1111g year. Unless a deClded .lmprovement in this respect takes place , 
dUl'mg the autumn,the salary of the teacher WIll have to be reduced in accordance with 
rules and regulations. 

GRANVILLE.-Two changes of teachers, during the past year, have interfered consid­
erably with the progress of this school. The Annual Report was sent in very imperfectly 
filled up, neither avera:ge attendance nOl' ~lU11?er of children of scbool age being given. 
Under tbe newly a,Ppolllted teacher, ~Irs. COl'Chnel:, who holds certificates of qualification 
-from Ne.w Brun~wlCk and N~v.a ~cOtl~, a.marked 1l1lprOVemel~t may be expected. The 
boundal'les of tlllS and the adJolllmg chstl'lct of BUl'l'ard Inlet were al'l'ano-ed last yea' 
The Gazette notice, b.owever, ll~t being p'ubl~sbecl. i~ my last Report, I no: append it:~ 
" "Wber:oas the Lleutenant-~ov~rno:' III C~u.nCll IS empowere,d under the 'Public School 

Act, 1872, to create ijcbool Dlstl'lcts ll1 addltlOll to those already existing and to d fi 
"the boundaries thereof, and also to alter the boundaries of ex isti no' School Districts ~ ne 

"~nd whereas tIle boundaries of the Burl'ard Inlet 8cho.o1 District, as at p~'~sel1t 
" constituted" embrace the North and South sides of the Inlet: 
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"And whereas it is desirable that the South side should be created a separate School 
" District: 

"N otice is hereby given, that the boundaries of the Bunard Inlet School District 
"shall be all that tract of land embraced within the circumference of a circle whose centre 
"shall be the school house on tbe North side of the said Inlet, and whose radius shall 
"be a distance of three miles from such school hou,se; excepting always any of the land 
"on the South side of the Inlet: \ 

" Notice is also given, that a school district shall be and is hereby established on the 
"South side of the said Inlet, to be called the' Granville School District;' and that the boun­
ce daries of such district shall be all that tract of land embraced within , the circnmference of a 
"oircle whose centre shall be the school house on the South side of the said Inlet, and 
"whose radius shall be a distance ' of three miles from such school house; excepting 
"always any land on the North side of the said Inlet.," 

BURRARD INLET,-The school in this district is considerably ahead of the one at 
Granville in point of numbers , A new and com'modious school house has been built and 
occupied since the date of my last Report The same energy of character, and pains­
taking devotion to her duties, on the part' of the teacher, Mrs. M. Thain, are observable in 
the management and discipline of the school; the material progress of which, for the 
year, has been eminently satisfactory. Map and linear drawing, and fancy work, are 
among the branches taught, in all of which the pupils have made creditable advancement. 

TRENANT.-A new district, on the South Arm of the Fraser River, established 3rd 
October, 1873, with the following boundaries :-"All that tract of land within a line 
" commencing at the southern bank of the Fraser River, opposite Tilbury Island; thence 
"running due south in prolongation of the dividing line of Ranges 4 and 5 West, Blocks 
,"4 and 5 North, New 'Westminster District, to the sea sbore at Boundary Bay; thence 
"south-westerly, alone the shore line , to the 49th parallel of latitud,e ; thence along said 
"49th parallel to the sea shore at Roberts Bay; thence along the shore line, northerly, 
"to Pelly Point, at the mouth of Fraser River; thence aLong the said southern bank of 

\ "the Fraser River, to the point of commencement," The inexhaustible fertile bottom 
lands extending from the Fraser to the Boundary Line are beginning to attract a little 
of the attention among immigrants and others which they so richly deserve. Several 
bona fide settlers-a few of them with families-have located in tbis district during the 
past year, and are now busily engaged in bringing tbeir bomesteads under cultivation. 
Others will soon follow their example, so tbat at the expiration of next year a large and 
fl.~urishing scbool will, in all probability, be reported at Trenant. 

NEW WESTMINSTER.-An entire change bas been made, not only in the teacbing but 
in tbe management of this important and flourishing schooL On tbe resignation of Mr. 
Planta, in May last, Mr. Halliday, late of Yale, wbo bolds a certificate of tbe bigbest 
grade, took cbarge. After the summer vacation, Miss McvVha, late of Sumass, succeeded 
Miss Glyde. The graded system has been recently adopted, which, under the efficient 
management of Mr. Halliday as principal, will, DO doubt, prove a complete suc.cess. A 
decided change for the better, in discipline and order, has already taken place and from 
the wellcknown ability of tbe teachers, aided by the support and confidence ~f parents 
and guardians, who bave ever taken an active interest in the success and progress of the 
Public School, g:reat thing:s are ~xpected in the future. In these expectations, I fully 
believe, there WIll be no chsappomtment. 

MAPLE RIDGE.-One of the new districts, located on the Fraser, nearly opposite and 
below Langley. Tbe following are its boundaries :-" All that tract of land included 
"witbin the lines commencing a.t the south-west corner of Section 3, Township No.9 
"New vVestminster District; thence in a northerly direction to the north-west corner of 
" Section 34, Township No, 9, aforesaid j thence in an easterly direction to the north-east 
"corner of Section 32, Township No, 12, New Westminster District; thence in a southerly 
"direction to the point of intersection with the Langley School District; thence following 
" the westerly boundary of the Langley School District to the northern boundary line of 
"Townsbips 8 ~ancl 11, New vVestminster Distl'ict; thence westel'ly to the point of com­
"mencement." A scho.ol house will be erected here during the autumn, with a view to 
opening the school next sprin!? The rapid improv:ement going on in this interesting set­
tlement warrants the assumptIOn that tbe school wlll soon become a large and fl.0urishing 
one. 
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LANGLEY.-The attendance at this school has been remarkably good since last spring. 
Most of the children are merely beginners. They are, however, making satisfactory im­
provement nnder Mr. W. H. Burr, who still remains in charge of the school. Another 
district will soon have to be formed, seven miles from Langley on. the Yale Road, where 
a flourishing settlement is springing up. 

YORK.-This district, recently established at the head of Sumas8 Lake, comprises 
, Township No. 19, New Westminster District. A school house will be erected before 

winter, when school will be 'commenced 'with fail' prospects of success. At Matsqni, six 
01' seven miles further west, prel)arations were made during the summer for the erection 
of a school hOl~se, as there are twelve or thirteen children in the settlement, some of 
them almost beyond school age, sadly in want of tui tion. A difference of opinion, how­
ever, among the settlers, after the lumber and material were on the ground,respecting 
the site of the school house, prevented further progress. Unless they can agree upon a 
location, the building of the school house must be held in abeyance till such time as there 
may be a sufficient number of children to forlll a district under the School Act. 

SUMAss.-The school in this flourishing agricultural district has made good progress 
during the year, under Miss McWha, who quite recently accepted the position of assistant 
in the New Westminster Public School. The school house is now completed and well 
furnished. The lot is also fenced, and a wood shed erected, 

CHILLIWHAcK.~The bonndaries of this district, formerly extending from /3umass to 
Cheam, a distance of fourteen miles, have recently been readjusted, in order that the 
propel' position for the school house might be asccrtained. A few weeks ago the building 
was removed to its new site, and the school opened under Mr. Donald McMillan. . The 
boundaries are as follows :-" All that tract of land, within the lines, commencing at a 
"point at the north-east6l'U boundary of Sumass School District; thence southerly, fol­
"lowing said boundary, to the base of the Sumass Range of Mountains; thence n'Orth­
"easterly, along the said range, for a distance of about six miles; thence in a northerly 
"direction, crossing Elk Creek Bridge, to the Fraser River; thence westerly, to th~ 
Ii point of commencement." Another district, extending from the north-eastern line of 
Chilliwhaok to Cheam, will Boon have to be formed. A flourishing settlement is springing 

1 up in Mr. Gallander's neighbourhood, where another family or two, expected shortly, 
will make up more than the r equisite number of children . 

HOPE.-Attendance in this school, though in advance of last year, is still small. ' It 
remains under the temporary management of Mrs. Lethbridge. The pupils chiefly 
beginners, have made fail' progress. ' . 

YALE.-After the removal of Mr. Halliday to New'Vestminster , the school was 
vacant for two months for want of a teacher. Under Mr. Halliday it was among the 
most orderly and best conducted in the Province, and the pupils made rapid progress. 
Miss McDougall, a duly qualified teacher, is now in charge. 

LYTToN.-Attendance at this school has been very small during the year. With a 
probability of a 5till further reduction of pupils in the autumn, the Board of Education 
thought it advisable to close the school. Its discontinuance, however, may be but 
temporary. Mrs. Good had charge til~ the end of July. Unde~' her tuition the pupils, 
at least those ~f them that attended With any degree of regularity, made rapid progress. 

LILLOOET.-This school has been well attended for the year. The average howe1'e1'­
fifteen-is less than fifty per cent. of the number enrolled. 1111'. J. E. Lord, a good discip­
linarian and an industrious teacher, is in charge temporarily, under whom the children 
many of them beginners, have made satisfactory advancement. I 

OLINToN.-The removal of two families from this district, early last autullln neces­
sitated the closing of the school. Since then the trustees have not been able to s~cure a 
sufficient number of pupils for are-opening. 

BARKERVILLE.-The few children in attendance at this 'school made rapid progress 
till i~s close, in .June last .. Unless the ~umber of children of school age in this district 
has lUcreased SInce that time a re-openmg would hardly be adviflable; 
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NIOOLA.-J ust established as a district, with the following boundaries :-" Bounded 
"on the east by a line drawn north and south from the residence of William Charters in 
"Nicola Valley, and extending on each side of the Nicola River to the natural boundaries 
"of Nicola Valley i on the west by a line drawn north and south from the residence of 
"Byron Earnshaw, and extending on each side of the Nicola River to the natural boun. 
"daries of Nicola Valley aforesaid, said western boundary being about nine miles distant 
" from the eastern boundary; and on the north and south by the natural boundaries of 
"the Nicola Valley." 

OKANAGAN.-Also recently made a School District. The following are its bounda. 
ries :-" Commencing at a point at the mouth of Mission Creek; thence northerly along 
"the shore of Okanagan Lake a distance of five miles; thence easterly a distance of five 
" miles; thence southerly to Mission Creek; thence westerly to the point of commence. 
"ment." 

CACHE CREEK.-The Boarding School establishment here was spoken of more par. 
ticularly in the paragraph of this Report under the head of" The Boarding Sehoo1." 

In conclusion, I may be allowed to state tlutt the ste'ady progress which our school 
system is making from year to y ear, and the firm hold which it has already obtained 
npon the good wishes and support of the community at large, warrants the assumption 
that under the fostering care of Your Excellency's Government the Public Schools of 
British Columbia-emphatically the schools of the people-will increase in efficiency and 
usefulness; extending their influence not only to the most remote settlements, but to 
every isolated family within our borders; till all the children shall obtain at least the 
rudiments of an English education, and thus banish ignorance and illiteracy from among 
the retarding agencies of our prosperity as a Province. 

I have the honor to be 
Your Excellency'S 

most obedient, humble servant, 

Eelucation Office, Victo1'ia, 
September, 1874. 

JOHN JESSOP. 


